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Easter 

 

 

It was very early on Sunday morning.  Jesus lay in the tomb where 

Joseph of Arimathea, a good and righteous man and a member of the 

ruling council, had laid him on Friday afternoon.  The disciples were in 

hiding.  Just before dawn, Mary Magdalene and Mary the wife of Clopas 

came to the tomb to anoint Jesus’s body.  The guards that had been 

stationed at the tomb by the chief priests, under the authority of Pontius 

Pilate, were there on duty.   

 

Suddenly there was a great earthquake.  An angel of the Lord descended 

from heaven and rolled back the stone and sat on it.   His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  The guards trembled 

with fear.  The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 

that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, 

as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples that he has risen from the dead.” 

 

Jesus Christ rose from the dead!  What a glorious ending to the events of 

Holy Week.  We began the week with a celebration of the Triumphal 

Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  We then moved through 

the events of the week, Jesus teaching in the Temple, the Last Supper 

with the disciples, his arrest, condemnation, crucifixion, and burial.    

 

When the women came to the tomb that Sunday morning to anoint 

Jesus’s body, it was not there.  He had arisen.  His rising was not just 

spiritual; he rose bodily.  Death could not hold him.  Hell could not 

claim him.  He was victorious over the world, the flesh, and all the 

powers of Satan and darkness.  The women were struck with both fear 

and great joy.  Jesus showed himself to the women, and comforted them.  

They ran to tell the disciples.  The Lord is alive! 

 

Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead.  Jesus had the power to raise. 

He himself rose from the dead.      
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In the words of that old Easter hymn, “Now the green blade rises,” 

written by John Crum, we read, 

 

“Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

He that for three days in the grave had lain, 

Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.” 

 

Easter is victory!  Easter is joy!  Easter is good news!  The good news of 

Easter is a confirmation of the goodness of God and the goodness of life.  

Indeed, God intended that life be good.  When God looked at creation, 

the Scriptures tell us that God “saw everything that he had made and 

behold it was very good.”  (Genesis 1:31)  God intended life itself to be 

good news. 

 

In these times of disease and grave illness, don’t we all long for good 

news?  We live more confident lives when we hear good news.  We are 

more well-adjusted emotionally, psychologically, and more healthy 

physically when we have some good news.  The Book of Proverbs says 

that good news refreshes the bones. (Proverbs 15:30)  I don’t know 

about you, but there are days when my bones need some refreshment.  

Our outlook on life is better when we have good news.  We are more 

prone to benevolence and generosity.  We achieve more.  We simply 

need to hear good news to be revitalized.  Easter, with its good news of 

victory and life, gives us the right frame of mind to live confidently and 

well. 

 

As Christians, the good news of Easter is the tangible proof of the truth 

of all that is written in the Holy Scriptures.  The events of Easter provide 

irrefutable evidence of God’s existence and power.  Jesus’s resurrection 

is proof of his unique status as the Son of the Most High God, the 

fulfillment of the law and the prophets.  Everything that God spoke, 

through the Holy Spirit, in the pages of the Bible, was fulfilled in Christ. 
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When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the message of the angels was of 

“good news of great joy, that unto you is born this day in the City of 

David a savior who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10)  When Jesus visited 

his hometown synagogue, early in his ministry, he read from the prophet 

Isaiah the verse that “the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to 

the poor” (Isaiah 61:1) and he said that this Scripture was fulfilled in 

their hearing.  And Paul, in Acts 32:33 told his listeners in the 

synagogue in Pisidia that he brought them the good news that what God 

promised to the fathers, he has fulfilled to the children by raising Jesus 

from the dead. (Acts 32:33)  

 

Imagine the scene if the resurrection had not taken place, and the women 

had carried out what they came to do, which was to anoint Jesus’s dead 

body.  In those circumstances, when they left the tomb, they would not 

have departed running and with great joy, but plodding along 

sorrowfully, in tears. 

 

Good news lifts up the hearer, from the slough of despondency to the 

heights of jubilant optimism, from the sordid meanness of life without 

God to the spiritual exhilaration of those who can claim the title 

“children of God.”  Easter restores us to a higher plane. 

 

On the night before he died, Jesus said to his disciples, “In the world you 

will have tribulation.  But be of good cheer. I have overcome the world.”  

(John 16:33)  He also told them, “A little while, and you will see me no 

longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” … You will be 

sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.” (John 16:16, 20)  Easter is 

transformative, as it turns the sorrow of Good Friday into the joy of 

Easter Sunday. 

 

Because of Easter, we have dignity.  Without Easter, life can be base and 

mean.  If there had been no resurrection, only Good Friday, with the abuse 

and ridicule of Jesus, and his brutal execution, where would be our 

confident motivation, our firm assurance of God’s love and justice? 
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Tragic endings might sometimes inspire people to greater effort, but only 

if they have the firm assurance that this tragedy is not the last word, and 

that the ruling powers are good and will not allow injustice to triumph.  If 

Jesus had not risen, his opponents could say to the followers of Jesus, “So 

much for your Messiah, so much for his kingdom, so much for your God.”  

But they can’t say these things because Jesus Christ did what only God 

can do – snatch life from death.  Jesus, as the divine Son, the second 

person of the triune God of creation, is the very author of life. 

 

Jesus rose from the dead!  Some denied it; some refused to accept it, but 

it is true.  Hundreds of witnesses saw Jesus after his resurrection, and they 

have testified to its veracity.  No one could disprove it.  The chief priests 

paid the guards to lie about it.  But they could not disprove it, because it 

was the truth!  He rose! 

 

Because of Easter we have victory over sin and death.  Because of Easter 

we can be restored, as the prodigal son was restored to a right and joyous 

relationship with his father, whereas without Easter, there is no 

redemption (no possibility of a new beginning).  But Easter tells us that 

life triumphs over death, God triumphs over the world and Satan, freedom 

triumphs over bondage. 

 

The words of the hymn speak from our hearts to Jesus: 

 

“When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain, 

By Your touch You call us back to life again; 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.” 

 

Because of Easter, we have hope.  The suffering and pain and death that 

Jesus underwent ended in triumph.  He is the basis of our hope.  And the 

Scriptures promise that although we too will experience suffering, pain 

and death, we will finish in triumph and shall live with him eternally.  

And on a broader scale, just as the world will experience war, and 

tumult, and tribulation, and death in enormous proportions, the 



041220 
 

5 
 

Scriptures assure us that God has promised a new heaven and a new 

earth, restoring creation to all it was intended to be – good!  All these 

promises are more than ample reasons for us to be a people of hope. 

 

When you are feeling low, when the circumstances seem their very 

bleakest, when everyone and everything around you is shouting “gloom 

and doom”, think of Easter.  Think of Jesus’s resurrection.  Think of his 

triumph, think of the Father’s power and goodness, and think of his 

promise there where he is, there you will be also.  Rest in the hope that 

only he can provide.  And share the good news! 

 

And so – happy Easter!  Enjoy the victory and the life that Easter brings.   

Enjoy the goodness and power and love of God. 

 

Christ is risen!  Hallelujah! 

 

 


