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Jesus and Discipleship 

 

 

We are in Chapter 10 of Matthew’s gospel, traveling along with the 

crowd that followed Jesus as he went from town to town, proclaiming 

the kingdom of God, teaching, and healing.  Last Sunday we saw that he 

was about to send his twelve apostles out into the surrounding towns and 

villages to act as his ambassadors, to bring them good news.  But first he 

gave them instructions, and prepared them for the work they were to do.  

He told them not to worry about money, or to pack a bag or take extra 

clothing.  They were to rely on the hospitality of those to whom they 

were sent.  If they were not well-received in one place, they should go 

on to another. 

 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus continues with his instructions.  Like 

any good teacher who is turning his charges loose to do some work 

independently, he gives them some advice about what they may expect, 

and steels them against the very worst that may happen.  We might say 

he gives them the “worst case scenario”. 

 

He told them to beware.  There were those who would oppose them or 

seek to do them harm.  He told them, “I am sending you out as sheep in 

the midst of wolves.”  When they spoke the truth, some would hate them 

for it.  Some of these might become violently angry and seek to kill 

them.  He told them not to be afraid, but to persevere.  As his emissaries 

they would prevail through any trials. 

 

So what do you think?  Would you like the job?  Would you say, “I’ll 

go, Lord, send me!”  Would you go gladly?  Jesus’s disciples did! 

 

Jesus gave them principles by which to guide them.  This morning I 

want to focus on four of these, which should also guide us as latter-day 

disciples of Jesus. 
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1. Be wise.  By this, Jesus didn’t mean that they should be scholarly and 

well-versed, or intellectually astute.  Wisdom in this context refers to 

prudence, being circumspect, knowing the right thing to do in a 

particular situation.  They were to think and consider carefully how to 

conduct themselves. 

 

God wants his people to think.  We should not just go along with the 

views held by others in any social setting.  We are not to do what 

everyone else is doing, simply because everyone else is doing it, without 

considering whether it is the right and good thing to do or not. 

 

How many of us, when we were children and wanted to do something 

that our parents knew we shouldn’t do and told us we could not, when 

we protested, “Why can’t I?  All the other kids are doing it,” were asked 

by our parents, “If everyone was jumping off a cliff, would you jump off 

too?” 

 

There is a natural tendency to go along with the crowd.  And that is not 

necessarily a bad thing.  Children become socialized by conforming to 

the mores of the group to which they belong.  They become morally 

upright by acting in accordance with prevailing morals, by conforming 

their wills to accepted ways of behaving.  But Satan has a way of 

hijacking the socialization process for his own ends.  When we are 

surrounded by those whose ways of living are destructive, he uses these 

to corrupt and destroy us too, by getting us to conform to prevailing 

forms of evil.  Peer pressure is a very powerful weapon. 

 

The history of Israel is full of Satan’s corrosive influence.  The people of 

Israel belonged to God, a loving Father who treasured life and purity of 

living.   But they were surrounded by the Canaanites, who burned their 

infant sons and daughters as living sacrifices to the god Molech, and 

who engaged in fornication with one another and with temple 

prostitutes, as a form of worship of their fertility god Baal.  They set up 

poles to the goddess Asherah, and worshipped her.  The culture around 

the people of Israel was permeated with this, and again and again Israel 
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allowed these practices to creep into their lives and worship.  They 

caved in to the prevailing practices.  It led to their destruction.   

 

Scripture recounts this for our instruction.  We are to think, consider, 

examine, measure things against Scripture, against the revealed Word of 

God.  Truth is objective.  It isn’t a matter of taking a poll or following 

the lead of a particular human being, or group of human beings, however 

smooth talking or “expert” they may be.  Truth is real, whether we like it 

or not.  When God speaks, he is not offering an opinion.  He is revealing 

the true state of things.  A wise person, after examination will recognize 

this, and accede to it. 

 

2. Be innocent.  To some, the word “innocent” suggests negative 

connotations, such as being naïve or prudish.  That was certainly not 

what Jesus meant.  He was using the word in its judicial sense, meaning 

“not guilty” of law-breaking or of any serious offense.  (I would say 

simply “offense”, rather than “serious offense”, but we live in a time of 

hypersensitivity, when the most innocuous comment is likely to be 

considered an “offense” by someone or other.  Jesus was not referring to 

that kind of “offense”.  He told them that they were not to act contrary to 

the law.) 

 

The disciples would be bearing the message of the kingdom of God.  

Therefore, they needed to be upright in their conduct.  A speaker may be 

most gifted in oratory, but if his behavior is not good, his message will 

be tainted.  Only a fool will heed the words of a preacher who is a 

known law-breaker. 

 

The disciples were to be blameless.  They were not to harbor an intent to 

do ill or to do harm.  They were not to possess a “mens rea” – a guilty 

mind – a purpose to transgress.  This entails more than just staying out 

of trouble.  They were to have good will and good thoughts. 
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As Christians, we too are bearers of the message of Jesus Christ.  People 

will judge us by the way we act.  It is not enough to be able to speak 

well.  We must live well. 

 

3. Be faithful.  Faithfulness and truth are linked.  To be faithful is to be 

true.  God is the God of truth.  God is faithful.  We must be faithful to 

the Lord.  We must be faithful to our calling.  We must be faithful in our 

relationships with one another.  Fidelity is to govern us. 

 

Fidelity in marriage is essential.  Anyone who marries and then turns to 

another is guilty of adultery.  That person has violated his marriage 

commitment. That is perhaps a principal reason why so many couples do 

not marry today.  They are not willing to make a lifelong commitment to 

one “partner”.  They are not prepared to be faithful.  They merely live 

together with each other, unless and until something more pleasing 

comes along. 

 

Each of us has made a commitment to be faithful to God and to Jesus 

Christ.  This is a most solemn and demanding commitment.  Jesus told 

his disciples what it would mean for them.  It meant that their 

faithfulness must be their highest priority.  As Jesus told his disciples, 

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 

whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me.  And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 

me.” (Matthew 10:37-38)  To be faithful to the Lord means no changing 

of mind, no turning back.  “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)  It means that 

there must be no denying of him when things get tough.  “Everyone who 

acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father 

who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 

before my Father who is in heaven.”  (Matthew 10:32-33) 

 

4. Be like Jesus.  Jesus told his apostles: “A disciple is not above his 

teacher, nor a servant above his master.  It is enough for the disciple to 

be like his teacher, and the servant like his master.” (Matthew 10:24-25) 
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The apostles’ goal was to be like their teacher.  And that is our goal too: 

to be like Jesus. 

 

Being a disciple is a lifelong process.  A conscientious person is always 

on the way to being more like Jesus, which is to say, being more like 

God.  This is not mimicry, but emulation.  The pursuit requires purpose 

and effort, striving.  The Holy Spirit assists us, but we are required to 

act.  “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will 

seek to enter and will not be able,” Jesus said. (Luke 13:24)  

 

As disciples, we strive to be like the Lord, not out of fear, but out of 

admiration.  There is a difference between being feared and being 

respected or admired.  Fear can be brought about by command backed 

by the threat of superior force.  Respect is earned through the 

recognition of true excellence and sublime goodness.  We want to be 

like Jesus because we admire his strength, his goodness, his compassion, 

his wisdom, his faithfulness.  We pray that we might be conformed into 

his very image, that we might be like him. 

 

As we read on in Matthew’s gospel in the coming weeks, we will learn 

more about the Lord and about what he expects of us.  For now, we can 

take away these four important principles from today’s reading: that 

Jesus desires his disciples to be wise, innocent, faithful, and like him.  

These principles should guide our conduct. 

 


