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Jesus 

 

 

This Sunday we begin a long season of reading through Matthew’s 

gospel in our Sunday readings.  And I will be speaking on the gospel on 

each of these Sundays.  This will not be a sermon series focused on a 

selected topic, but a study of the Scripture focused on the life and 

teaching of Jesus. 

 

We begin today with Matthew Chapter 9 at verse 35.  However, before 

we start, let’s catch up with Jesus by reviewing briefly what has 

happened to this point in Jesus’s public ministry. 

 

After his baptism by John in the Jordan River, Jesus went into the 

wilderness for forty days to be tempted by the devil.  Having dispatched 

Satan, Jesus returned to Galilee and moved his residence from Nazareth 

to Capernaum by the Sea of Galilee.  And he began to preach saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17).  

 

There he called his first disciples to follow him: Peter and Andrew, and 

James and John, who were all fishermen.  And he went throughout the 

region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and healing. Word about 

him went out through the whole region, including the Decapolis, Judea 

and Syria. 

 

Crowds followed him as he went from place to place. Going up on a 

mountain he taught them about the kingdom of God, and when he spoke, 

he spoke with authority, not as the people were used to hearing from the 

scribes and teachers of the law.  Jesus blessed the people, and 

encouraged them, and taught them godly ways of living.  He taught them 

how to pray.  He gave them a simple rule to guide them, “Whatever you 

wish that others would do to you, do also to them.” (Matthew 7:12) 

 

After healing Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever, Jesus went down to the 

shore with his disciples and got into a boat to go to the other side of the 
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lake. And while they were on the water, a great storm came up, and the 

disciples were afraid, but Jesus stood up, rebuked the wind and the sea, 

and restored calm.  When they got to the other side, two fierce demon- 

possessed men came to him, and Jesus cast out the demons and healed 

the men.   

 

When Jesus returned to Capernaum with the disciples, some people 

brought a paralytic to Jesus.  Jesus said to him, “Take heart, son, your 

sins are forgiven.” (Matthew 9:2)  Some of the scribes said that Jesus 

was blaspheming.  It was the beginning of the opposition to Jesus and 

his ministry.  The enmity toward Jesus would grow among the religious 

leaders, as we shall see. 

 

Passing on from there, Jesus met Matthew at a tax booth.  Matthew was 

a tax collector.  Jesus called him to be a disciple.  When Jesus and his 

disciples had dinner that evening, many tax collectors and sinners came 

and ate with them.  The Pharisees, seeing them, criticized Jesus, and 

they began to look for reasons to discredit him.   

 

A ruler of the synagogue came to Jesus and asked him to come and heal 

his daughter.  When they got to the ruler’s house, mourners had 

gathered, because the girl had died.  But Jesus went in, took the girl by 

the hand and she arose. 

 

As they left the house, two blind men followed Jesus, crying out for 

mercy.  Jesus touched their eyes, and their sight was restored.  As they 

were going, a mute was brought to Jesus. Jesus healed him, and the man 

spoke.  The crowd marveled, but the Pharisees accused Jesus of acting 

with the power of Satan, rather than the power of God.  The battle lines 

had been drawn. 

 

This brings us to today’s reading.  Jesus went on throughout all the cities 

and villages, teaching in the synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the 

kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 
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When Jesus saw the crowds that gathered to him, he had compassion on 

them.  They looked so weary and helpless.  They didn’t know which 

way to turn.  They were like sheep without a shepherd.   

 

Jesus told his disciples that there was much work to do, and few workers 

to do it.  He asked them to pray for more workers.  And he authorized 

them to act for him, as his ambassadors.  He sent them out, giving them 

instructions as to what they must do.  Their mission was to proclaim the 

kingdom of God, which is to say, they were to tell people that this is 

God’s world, and he is our true sovereign.  As his subjects, our very life 

depends upon him.  We are to live in such a way as is pleasing to the 

Lord.  We are to be true to him, and live in a right relationship to him 

and to one another.  And Jesus told them that while they proclaimed this 

message, they were to heal people and cast out demons, delivering the 

people from the power of Satan.  

 

He told the disciples that they didn’t need any equipment or supplies.  

They would be dependent upon the generosity and hospitality of others, 

and shouldn’t worry about money or clothing or food.  As workers for 

the Lord, there would be provision for them. 

 

They were not to be discouraged if they were rejected anywhere, but 

should merely shake it off, and go on to another place.   When they were 

welcomed, they should stay with those who welcomed them and bless 

the house with peace.   

 

There are several important lessons in this passage for us, living in 

today’s world.  We should note that this was very early in Jesus’s public 

ministry.  The disciples hadn’t been with Jesus very long.  He hadn’t 

finished instructing them.  They had much more to learn, but they were 

sent out by Jesus while they were still growing in their knowledge of 

him and of the kingdom.  They were told to preach and teach (proclaim 

the gospel) and provide pastoral care (heal and cast out demons).  
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Too often people in the church today think that they have to receive 

special training to perform any ministry themselves, that they need to be 

equipped before they can speak to others about God and about Jesus.  

This passage tells us that this is not the case.  We are all called to be 

laborers in the harvest, from the greatest to the least (who, in the 

kingdom of God, are also the greatest, as Jesus would tell his disciples). 

 

Another lesson in this passage for us is that we should not leave all the 

ministry to others.  It is a common response when members are asked to 

do something to spread the gospel to hear them say, “That’s the pastor’s 

job, not mine.”  We tend to think that the minister does all the ministry, 

and our job is merely to attend services and maybe Bible study. 

 

Jesus told the disciples that they were to do the very things that he was 

doing.  They were to do it themselves.  They weren’t supposed to merely 

report back to him, and say, “So and so needs you to explain what the 

kingdom of God is.  This person needs someone to pray with him.  And 

there is a person who would like someone to visit him.”  The disciples 

were to do these things themselves. 

 

Even Jesus, God’s own Son, could not do all the work that needed to be 

done to usher in the kingdom of God in all its fulness.  He needed 

laborers.  He needed his disciples to help carry out the work.  And today, 

pastors of churches can’t do all the work of ministry, even within their 

own congregations, let alone the wider work of evangelism.  Pastors are 

fellow disciples.  We are all laborers in the harvest.  We are all called to 

do the work of ministry.  Churches have pastors because someone needs 

to fulfill the function of leading worship and administering the 

sacraments.  Apart from this, there is no distinction among believers.       

 

In the Old Testament reading for today, when God entered into a 

covenant with his people, he said that they would be a “kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation.”  He didn’t say this in order that they would 

feel special and aloof.  He told them this so that they would know that as 
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his people, each and every one of them had a calling on his or her life, to 

serve as a priest serves. 

 

Peter, in his first letter, written sometime after Jesus’s death and 

resurrection, expanded on this thought in his letter to Christians scattered 

throughout Asia Minor, when he wrote, “But you are a chosen race, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession.” (1 

Peter 2:9) In writing this, he was, of course, encouraging these believers, 

but we should note why he was characterizing them in this way, as he 

goes on to say.  They held this status as chosen, holy, God’s own people, 

in order that they might “proclaim the excellencies of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  Their status carried with 

it certain obligations.    Discipleship entails a duty, a duty to proclaim 

the goodness of God.  We are all called to witness. 

 

As you know, Bishop Williams has directed each priest in charge of a 

congregation in our Diocese to submit a Reset Plan for his church.  The 

Bishop desires that the churches in the Diocese would be “missional 

communities”, that they would be devoted to the spread of the gospel in 

order that there might be a “Reawakening” of faith in New England.  

God knows, we need it.  According to research studies, church 

attendance in New England is the lowest of any region in the country 

with Connecticut ranking 45th of the 50 states, Massachusetts (47th), 

New Hampshire (48th), Maine (49th) and Vermont (50th).  The need is 

great, but God’s power is greater. 

 

How do we do our job as a “missional community”?  As is usually the 

case, there is an old hymn which describes it well.  It is number 261 in 

our hymnal. 

 

1. O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling, 

to tell to all the world that God is light; 

that he who made all nations is not willing 

one soul should perish, lost in shades of night. 
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Refrain: 

Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace; 

tidings of Jesus, redemption, and release. 

 

2. Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation 

that God, in whom they live and move, is love: 

tell how he stooped to save his lost creation, 

and died on earth that man might live above. [Refrain] 

 

3. Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious; 

give of thy wealth to speed them on their way; 

pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious; 

till God shall bring his kingdom’s joyful day. [Refrain] 

 

4. He comes again! O Zion, ere thou meet him, 

Make known to every heart his saving grace; 

Let none whom he hath ransomed fail to greet him, 

Through thy neglect, unfit to see his face. [Refrain] 

 

As the hymn states, serving the mission of our Lord means to tell 

(proclaim, publish), give (to support mission), and pray.  We can do that. 

 

In the proposed plan which I sent to you, I have suggested that we do 

four things: (i) pray weekly for the churches in our diocese and their 

mission efforts, (ii) use electronic media to broadcast our message, (iii) 

give financial support to another congregation with whom we may form 

a partnership, that is doing good work in its community, and (iv) look 

for opportunities to invite others to come and see who we are and to 

become part of the Christian community.  I believe that these are things 

that you and I are capable of doing. 

 

The church grew because of the great work of the apostles, and others 

who were good preachers and dynamic leaders.  But I think, looking at 

the history of the church, the principal way in which the church has 

grown is through the actions of individual believers, with one believer 
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telling another person about the faith, and that person telling yet another.  

We are not all evangelists, nor are we missionaries.  But we are 

disciples, and Jesus told his disciples to tell others about the kingdom of 

God.  We can do that.  We have a duty to do that. 

 

In our study of Matthew’s gospel over the next weeks, we are going to 

gain greater insight into the nature and character of Jesus, the Son of 

God, our Lord and Savior.  We are also going to see what he expects of 

us, as his followers.        


