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Ephesians 1:15-23; The Revelation to John 7:9-17 

 

We are saints of God – all who repent and believe in Jesus 

 are set free from sin and death and called to GO!   

ALL SAINTS’ DAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2020 

During the past several weeks, we’ve been reading through Matthew’s Gospel.  

Last Sunday, Father Alan pointed out that “Matthew gives us an account of the 

confrontations that took place … between Jesus and the religious authorities….  The 

leaders of God’s own people treated Jesus, God’s anointed son, shamefully.  They 

delighted in torturing and killing the one who came to lead them back to a right 

relationship with God … what from a human perspective, appeared to be only tragedy 

and grief, God brought joy and victory.”  “… the end of the story was not Jesus’s death 

and disgrace, … but his resurrection and victory.” 

In this morning’s reading from The Letter to the Ephesians, Paul prays for the 

“saints” in Ephesus who were privileged to share in what Bishop Tom Wright calls 

“Jesus and the victory of God.” As believers, they enjoyed spiritual blessings in Christ.  

Paul wrote, “For this reason … For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in 

the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers.”  He encouraged them that they “may know what is 

the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 

believe…”  Paul emphasized their “faith in the Lord Jesus Christ” and their “love 

toward all the saints” – essential attributes of all Christians – “faith in Jesus” and love 

toward each other. 

Did you ever stop to think about how you and I are connected with the “saints” 

in Ephesus?  Open your bulletin and join me in praying again the collect for All Saints’ 

Day: “Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and 
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fellowship in the mystical Body of your Son: Give us grace so to follow your blessed 

saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that 

you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.” 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest, 

who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

This great hymn of the church, “For All the Saints,” was written by an Anglican bishop 

in 1864 – in total there are eleven verses.  The hymn celebrates our Christian brothers 

and sisters who have gone before us “who [now] from their labors rest.”  It goes on to 

sing of apostles, evangelists and martyrs and encourages the saints of today – Christians 

like you and me: 

O may thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold, 

fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 

and win, with them, the victor’s crown of gold. 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

As saints of God – yes, each of us is a saint – we’re also called to nobly “fight” 

so that others might receive “the victor’s crown of gold.”  The reality is that there are 

people all around us – in our families, our neighborhoods and where we work and shop 

(even during this pandemic) – who need to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We 

may be uncomfortable sharing our faith; it may even involve sacrifice and struggle.  

But remember, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice 

and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.” [Matthew 5:10-12 ESV]  We know from the passages we’ve heard 
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from Matthew during the past few weeks that Jesus knew all about what it would be 

like for those who follow Him.   

As saints we enjoy the benefits of Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross, but we’re also 

called, with the all saints, past and present, to a mission – to share the hope that’s within 

us.  Isaiah’s prophecy about the coming of Jesus outlines the benefits for those who 

believe in Him – Paul calls it “faith in the Lord Jesus Christ” – “he was wounded for 

our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 

that brought us peace, and with his strips we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone 

astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him [on 

Jesus] the iniquity of us all.” [53:5-6 ESV]  This is what it means to be “united with 

Christ.”  In the next chapter of Isaiah, there’s a call to mission – it’s about doing, not 

about being a believer.  “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your 

habitations be stretched out; do not hold back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your 

stakes.  For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will 

possess the nations and will people the desolate cities.” [54:2-3 ESV]  God desires that 

all people come to know Him through His Beloved Son.  As Christians, we’re to 

“spread abroad to the right and to the left as bearers of the “hope to which he has called” 

us. 

The reading from The Revelation to John presents a picture of a great multitude 

of saints worshiping around the throne of God – people “from every nation, all tribes 

and peoples and languages” falling down before the throne to worship the one true God.  

“…[T]hey are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple …”  

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  “Blessing 

and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 

forever and ever! Amen.” 

The Revelation to John has been a source of curiosity for Christians through the 

centuries; yet it’s often neglected as we read and study the Bible.  It’s filled with images 
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of supernatural events, unearthly creatures, numbers, images and symbols that are 

unfamiliar to us in the twenty-first century.  Even the early saints struggled to 

understand all the symbols and metaphors when the book was read in their churches.  

1,900 years later, there’s little agreement among biblical scholars about the meaning of 

its symbolic language. 

As we read or hear The Revelation to John, it’s helpful to remember that its 

original purpose was to strengthen the faith and courage of early Christians, many of 

whom were being persecuted.  It’s important to understand that Jesus dominates the 

entire book.  He is “the Lamb in the midst of the throne [of God]; the Shepherd who 

“will guide [His followers] to the springs of living water;” [7:17]; He’s a warrior called 

“Faithful and True” and He is “King of kings and Lord of lords;” His name is “The 

Word of God.” [19:11-16]  He identifies Himself as “the Alpha and the Omega, the 

first and the last, the beginning and the end” [22:13] of all things in heaven and on 

earth.  Paul expresses it like this in Ephesians: “And [God the Father] put all things 

under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills all in all.” 

The theme throughout The Revelation to John is that life and history can be 

observed from two points of view.  We can look at the problems, suffering and evil all 

around us [just look at the news on television] and grow discouraged or we can look 

beyond these things to the glorious, eternal realities that surround us as well – the 

presence and authority of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the victory over 

sin and death Jesus won for us on the Cross and God’s assurance, “I will never leave 

you nor forsake you.” [Hebrews 13:5 ESV] 

John’s message “for all the saints” through the centuries is about making a choice 

between these two worldviews.  Both are true – but how we see the world and what or 

who we believe in is up to us.  We can focus on the evil and destructive nature of the 

world, the flesh and the devil, or on God’s grace and love for the world He 
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demonstrated by the gift of His only Son so “whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life.” [John 3:16 ESV] 

Freedom in Jesus Christ is what The Revelation to John is all about and that 

freedom is for all the saints, including you and me and all who have faith in the Son of 

God.  There’s joy and worship in heaven because of His victory and for all the saints 

who are in relationship with Him – both individually and within “the church, which is 

his body.”  “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  

It’s as if the psalmist looked ahead and wrote: “Praise the LORD!  Sing to the LORD a 

new song, his praise in the assembly of the godly.”  The joy in heaven may have many 

causes, but it’s the Holy Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – who is the ultimate 

source of worship and joy. 

The Good News celebrated throughout Revelation is that all who have “faith in 

the Lord Jesus” are set free from sin and death.  Paul wrote in Second Corinthians, “… 

if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come.” [5:17 ESV]  Both Paul and John realized that their visions had not yet come 

to pass, but they believed God’s promise in Second Peter: “… according to his promise 

we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” [3:13 

ESV] 

As we read or hear the description of what John saw we might not be able to 

comprehend all that it means, but we are invited to join in the worship John was 

privileged to see.  The same joy can be in our hearts as we worship here with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ – saints here in Norwood – not worshiping something that 

is a pale reflection of something greater, but worshiping the Triune God.   But it’s not 

enough simply to join together to worship God, we’re also called to “love … all the 

saints” and to be bearers of the Good News of Jesus to those who do not yet know Him.  

At the end of Matthew’s Gospel Jesus says, “GO” [our faith is not just about being in 

Christ, it’s also about doing what He commands – and GOING involves action].   “Go 
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therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.”  And as we go, we have Jesus’ promise: “I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” [28:19-20 ESV] 

  [May we], thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold, 

  fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,  

  and win, with them, the victor’s crown of gold. 

  And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 

  steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

  and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 

  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

We are saints of God along with the Christians in Ephesus and who repent and 

believe in Jesus.  We are set free from sin and death and called to GO!   Go therefore, 

joining with saints, past and present, to make disciples of the people who live next door, 

the homeless on our city streets and of all nations, tribes, peoples and languages.  Go – 

in person or by sharing your resources – and share the good news of: “the immeasurable 

greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 

might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 

to come.  And [God the Father] put all things under … [the] feet [of Jesus] and gave 

him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 

fills all in all.” [Ephesians 1:19-23 ESV] 

  Almighty God, “Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous 

and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for 

those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.” 


